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SUBJ: SHARA DEVELOPMENTS 

1. SUMMARY: JULY 3 RAID AGAINST NOUAKCHOTT HAS RECEIVED LOW 
KEY, PACTUAL TREATMENT IN MOROCCAN PRESS, ALTHOUGH GOM HAS 
SHOWN PRIVATE CONCERN. ACTING PONMIN CHERKAOUI JULY 5 EXPRESSED 
HOPE TO UNDER SECRETARY BENSON THAT PRIENDS SUCH AS U.S. WOULD 
COUNSEL MODERATION ON ALGERIANS. OAU SPECIAL SUMMIT ON SAHARA, 
ACCEPTED "IN PRINCIPLE" BY GOM, VIEWED IN RABAT AS UNLIKELY 

TO MATERIALIZE. MEANWHILE, ANTI-ALGERIAN RHETORIC REMAINS 
HARSH. END SUMMARY 

2. JULY 3 NOUAKCHOTT RAID HAS RECEIVED LOW-KEY, PACTUAL 
TREATMENT IN MOROCCAN PRESS, WITH EMPHASIS ON PORE-KNOWLEDGE 
OP PRESENCE OP RAIDING PARTY, RAPID RETURN TO CALM, AND MINOR 
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PHYSICAL IMPACT OF ATTACK. INFO MINISTER TAIBI BENHIMA 
JULY 4 ALSO PRIVATELY DOWNPLAYED RAID TO US AS A "SUICIDE 
MISSION" CARRIED OUT WITH INSIDE COMPLICITY AND DESIGNED 
MAINLY FOR POLITICAL EFFECT ON OAU SUMMIT. 

3. DURING MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY LUCY WILSON BENSON ON 
JULY 5, HOWEVER, ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER AHMED CHERKAOUI 
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CHARACTERIZED RAID AS "VERY SERIOUS." HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
AIR FORCE CHIEF COLONEL MOHAMED KABBAJ AND CHIEF OF OPERATIONS 
OF GENERAL STAFF COLONEL ABDELAZIZ BENNANI HAD LEFT SUDDENLY 
FOR NOUAKCHOTT LATE JULY 4. 

4. CHERKAOUI STATED THAT MOROCCO INTENDED TO DO ANYTHING 
NECESSARY TO SUPPORT MAURITANIA AGAINST EXTERNAL THREAT. MOROCCO 
ALSO HOPED THAT FRIENDS - SUCH AS THE U.S., WITH ITS EXTENSIVE 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH ALGERIA - WOULD COUNSEL MODERATION ON 
THE ALGERIANS. AREA TENSIONS COULD GET OUT OF HAND IF 

ALGERIANS CONTINUED THEIR AGGRESSIONS. 

5. ON LIBREVILLE OAU SUMMIT DECISON TO HOLD SPECIAL SUMMIT ON 
SAHARA IN LUSAKA DURING FIRST HALF OF OCTOBER, CHERKAOUI 
UNDERLINED THAT MOROCCAN AND MAURITANIAN AGREEMENT HAD BEEN "IN 
PRINCIPLE." ACTUAL CONVENING WAS SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE BY A 
QUORUM OF INVITATION FOR SPECIFIC DATE TO BE ISSUED BY OAU 
SECRETARIAT, AND PREVIOUS INVITATIONS HAD ENCOUNTERED INADEQUATE 
RESPONSE. WHILE ALGERIANS HAD SUCCEEDED IN DRAWING OAU'S 
ATTENTION TO SAHARA ISSUE, IT WAS BY NO MEANS A FOREGONE CONCLUSION 
THAT SUFFICIENT SUPPORT WOULD NOW BE MUSTERED, CHERKAOUI CONCLUDED. 
(SEVERAL OTHER MFA OFFICIALS AT LUNCHEON SAME DAY VIEWED SPECIAL 
SUMMIT AS UNLIKELY.) 

6. SEMI-OFFICIAL LE MATINS'S REPORT JULY 6 ON SPECIAL SUMMIT 
QUOTED HEAD OF MOROCCO'S LIBREVILLE DELEGATION, PRIME MINISTER 
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OSMAN, AS STATING THAT GOM'S PARTICIPATION WOULD DEPEND ON QUORUM. 
ARTICLE ALSO NOTED OULD DADDAH'S CONDITION THAT SAHARA MEETING 
SHOULD BE AT CHIEFS-OF-STATE LEVEL ONLY. 

7. MEANWHILE, CONTINUING HARSH LINE ON ALGERIA WAS EXEMPLIFIED 
BY JULY 5 SEMI-OFFICIAL MAROC SOIR EDITORIAL CALLING FOR EXPULSION 
OF ALGERIA FROM OAU. PAPER PORTRAYED BOUMEDIENE REGIME AS THE 
SOURCE OF ALL EVILS AFFECTING AFRICA, INCLUDING INTERVENTION IN 
THE AFFAIRS OF OTHERS, USE OF MERCKNARIES, SUBVERSION, HOLDING OF 
REFUGEES AS HOSTAGES, AND DIRECT AGGRESSION. EDITORIAL SAW 
NAOUAKCHOTT RAID AS PROOF BOUMEDIENE WAS ON THE ROPES, POINTING 
UP MOROCCAN FIRMNESS AS FACTOR FOR STABILITY IN REGION. 

ANDERSON 
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